ZOOM  LOG

NAME: Rachael Van Fleet


e-mail address: rvanfleet@asmilan.org

SCHOOL AND ADDRESS: American School of Milan  

Via Karl Marx 14, Noverasco di Opera, Milan, Italy 20090

The ZOOM LOG is intended as a record of your implementation and use of ZOOM technology and instructional strategies.  Would you please take a few moments to briefly describe how you have used the DigiScopes and ZOOM instruction during the 2006-2007 school year?  Thanks!

	DATES
OF USE     
	PARTICIPANTS
(who and #)
	WHAT YOU DID             
	HOW IT WORKED

	Nov
	40 - 7th graders
	I presented to my class when I returned from the conference so they could see what the microscopes could do and explained what I learned while I was away. 
	It was a nice over view for the kids. 

	Nov 
	15 MS teachers
	I presented to my MS colleagues what the microscopes can do and asked if they thought we should order them and how many. 
	Worked well. They were convinced and they agreed. 

	May 
	60 MS students
	Presented how to use the scopes for Bioblitz (day where students go to areas near our school to find and classify as many different species as possible) The students looked at the organisms that can be found in ponds. At lunch the room remained open and students from all MS classes walked in and looked at the slides that we had taken. 
	Worked well to prepare the students for the actual data collection for the actual Bioblitz day. It also gave exposure to students to microscopes that they have not had before because the microscopes in the school have not functioned for years. It also got the students very excited for the data collecting of the Bioblitz. Worked well but difficult with only 2 microscopes. 

	May 
	40 – 8th graders
	They day of the bioblitz the students gathered water samples and specimens from all of the different areas and then when they returned to the classroom they were able to examine the specimens they had gathered using the scopes. 
	Worked well again but needed more scopes. 


Please add any student comments, photos, assignment samples, etc. that may help the funding agency (OSAC) to better understand the success of the ZOOM/2 project.  
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An additional expectation this year was to serve as a ZOOM School Leader—someone who informs and assists others (teachers and administrators) to understand and use ZOOM.  How many colleagues did you share ZOOM with this year___15____?  Briefly describe what you did.

After attending the conference I demonstrated  the microscopes with the entire middle school staff (about 15 and the Middle school principal).  I presented how they were used and how they could be integrated into our laptop school and used in science classes but also in our movie making and digital art class as well. This is helpful to integrate curriculum and add meaning to what they students are learning. 

I wrote up a written report of what they microscopes could do for us and how many and what type we wished to order as a middle school and submitted it to the MS principal who presented it to the Director to get approval to order the scopes. 

I offered to do the presentation to the primary and high school but they were not interested at this time. The middle school microscopes will arrive next year. It will be easier to integrate when we have more scopes. 

Please return as soon as possible to Dr. Ken Mechling:   ken_mechling@verizon.net
